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A recent excursion to Taronga Zoo helped quench Haberfield 

Public school journalism students’ thirst for experience, as they 

took on the role of reporter for a day. 

 At first, journalism proved to be a challenge for the students from Haberfield Public School, 

as various obstacles revealed themselves during their trip to Taronga Zoo. After all, 

journalism is more than just fluent speaking and clicking a camera, as the students soon 

found out. Many factors must be taken into consideration, even when taking a simple 

photo, including angles, positioning and lighting. In addition to these obstacles, the 

unfavourable weather on the day didn’t help, as it only deterred the journalism team from 

collecting usable camera footage. Due to the heavy rain and wind, the bird show was 

cancelled, and journalism students had a hard time attempting to capture the Regent 

Journalism students seek out cover to interview a zoo keeper during a downpour. 



Honeyeater on camera amongst the many other birds which resided along the Blue 

Mountains Walkabout.  

 

“Filming in the rain was difficult, but we overcame it quite well.” 

 

To overcome these obstacles, the students assisted each other when conducting interviews 

and worked as a team. They helped their journalism peers by holding onto microphones, 

voice recorders and iPads whilst the reporters conducted the interviews and asked 

questions. The budding reporters thought on their feet during an unexpected keeper talk to 

guide the conversation and acquire usable quotes.  

 

Having witnessed the Asian Elephant group endure an unexpected downpour during their 

interview, the remaining students planned ahead and shifted their interview times and 

locations in an attempt to accommodate weather conditions. Since all keeper talks and 

interviews were outdoors, the students strategically changed the day’s schedule to avoid 

getting soaked and hindered during their interviews. “I thought that filming in the rain was 

difficult, but we overcame it quite well,” said an Asian Elephant journalism student. 

Regardless, accurately predicting the weather was extremely hard, as the Regent 

Honeyeater group had to change their interview location halfway through due to the heavy 

rain and wind. Nevertheless, despite the unpredictable rain and strong wind, this new 

generation of young journalists successfully formed multiple piece-to-cameras by taking all 

factors into careful consideration in an effort to make the most out of a challenging 

situation.  

 

Throughout the excursion to Taronga Zoo, the students obtained invaluable experience as 

journalists, playing out the role of reporters, interviewers, cameramen and photographers. 

The hands-on learning experience helped the team develop important skills such as 

researching, writing, interviewing and thinking critically. The students practiced using the 

variety of approaches they learnt throughout the semester, through active participation in 

small group interviews, zoo keeper presentations and discussions with well-known animal 



experts who have been researching about the causes of species’ population decline at 

Taronga Zoo.  

 

Not only did the students enhance their journalism skills and techniques, they also 

experienced a day packed with exciting and fun events. Zoo animals, which were each 

unique and different in their own way, stirred fascination amongst the students, who were 

eager to be involved with and learn about the animals. Interacting with and learning fun 

facts about several animal species including; tree kangaroos, snakes, lizards and phasmids, 

the journalism team was thrilled to discover the life story of Taronga’s animals. The students 

jumped at the opportunity to touch snakes, lizards, emu eggs and phasmids. 

 

Throughout the trip, the students attended multiple zoo keeper talks, presentations and 

interviews, boosting their knowledge about the animal kingdom. “I think that the exposure 

to professional journalists has definitely helped us gain experience and knowledge to help 

us with our own articles,” said a journalism student. On their way to each interview, the 

journalism students stopped by various enclosures of interest, marvelling at the size, speed, 

and diverse abilities of numerous creatures. The students also trekked the Blue Mountain 

Trail, where the sky was a feathery blanket of multi-coloured birds and the surroundings, a 

sea of green hues which formed an accurate replica of the wild. The excursion to Taronga 

Zoo was an ideal opportunity for students from Haberfield Public School to enjoy and 

explore the world of intriguing animals, whilst developing important journalism skills and 

building up their experience as reporters. 

Students stop to marvel at a Bearded Dragon on their way to an interview. 



  

Combining their new skills and techniques acquired from the excursion to Taronga Zoo with 

research at school, the journalism team will now channel all their experience and expertise 

into creating their own news report or print article later on this term. Overall, the Taronga 

Zoo excursion has been an enjoyable experience that has enhanced the students’ 

knowledge on their chosen endangered animal and helped them acquire valuable 

experience and skills in the field of journalism.  


