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As thousands of 

children across the 

continent move into 

Kindergarten, thousands 

more are pushed out of 

their Year 6 cubbies into 

a state of Kindergarten 

once again. 

 

 

Many supportive programs are in place to ease the transition between primary and secondary 

school, but nothing can truly simplify leaving most, if not all friendships behind in a past life as 

well as all familiarities and certainties of school life.  John W. Gardner, former Secretary of 

Health, Education, and Welfare (under President Johnson in America) said, “It's a staggering 

transition for high school students that found they could study five hours a week and make A’s 

and B’s.”  

 

The Department of Education (DoE) has instated many transitional programs, in this case the 

four stages of preparations and transition into high school, better known as the ‘Four Phases’. 

The first phase starts with ‘Preparation’. These carefully planned activities during primary 

school are designed to prepare students for secondary school. They aim to provide information 

to students and their parents about the nature of secondary education. This is followed by 

‘Transfer’, which refers to a period of time where the high school attempts to ‘directly interact’ 

with the incoming students. The students’ current schools will interact with the secondary 

schools as well, to facilitate the successful transition for each individual student. Next comes 

specific entry into high school – ‘Induction’. This stage is where, upon entry into Year 7, 

schools provide orientational programs to allow the students to become familiar with their new 

school and its running. Finally, ‘Consolidation’. The Governments plan describes it as, “As 

transition activities eventually merge into the secondary school’s overall student welfare and 
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support programs, late Year 7 and early Year 8 present an opportunity to introduce activities 

specifically designed to provide students with the means of managing their own learning.” 

Contrary to this, in some instances pressure implied on students is intensified in the first few 

months of high school, as parents are adamant to apply a ‘first impression’ on to the school 

about their child’s academic achievements. As Jo Heywood shows, 'Pressure on children to get 

into top schools [has] reached a crisis point'. Once successful in this particular venture, students 

are pressured into good grades, extra-curricular activity involvement, and involvement in the 

school specialty activities. All from the kick-start go.  The accomplishments that are cast onto 

students as the “goal” or only way of creating higher achievements are set as “progressional 

basis.” 

 

Galton, Gray and Ruddock, when 

researching high school transitioning, 

highlighted the need for schools to 

have a ‘sustained focus’ on the needs 

of students as they transfer from 

primary to secondary schooling.  The 

researchers identified five main 

categories in which this needed to be 

maintained with precision – 

administrative, social and personal, 

curriculum based, pedagogical, and 

connections for management of 

learning. These classifications are instated because of the needs for both academic achievement, 

and support from your surroundings. One recurring example is the connection between 

primary and secondary schools, incurring with curriculum, administrative and pedagogical 

areas. The schools are needed to communicate effectively in order to create a clear 

understanding of how individual students learn, and how to constitute effective teaching 

practices. This assists students by encouraging them to manage their transition, while behind the 

scenes dealing with formal, personal and educational transitioning.   

 

 

“To improve is to change, to be perfect is to change 

often” 
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This is a quote spoken by Winston Churchill, applying to the lives of thousands across the 

world. With the opportunity to change, comes the opportunity to improve, and many believe 

this is really what secondary school inflicts onto students.  Yet, these are from the perspectives 

of the ‘outside world’.  Governments, parents, and siblings all have their views, yet Year 6 

students are the individuals going through this phase. As seen from the eyes of a transitioning 

students, Roger, “Despite all the attention, I’m really looking high school because of the 

subjects and all the friends I can make.” He said that he wishes to, “Find all the good things in 

high school that awaits [him].” From the perspective of another transitioning student, “Many 

people have tried to help us Year 6s transition, especially our teacher, I think he helped us the 

most.” When all's said and done, this process that millions of students are going through all 

over the world is one that will stay in their memories forever – these life changing events will 

never leave them.  

 


